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Introduction: 

 

Censorship is the suppression or exclusion of any parts of news or media, such 

as books and films, that are considered to be of sensitive, harmful and threatening 

material. Censorship is a prominent and critical issue that has been affecting the world 

for many years. The countries that are currently being censored the most are Eritrea, 

North Korea, Saudi Arabia, Ethiopia and Azerbaijan. Censorship of media and news 

is closely related to the restriction of access to any information the government finds 

to be reflecting any kind of unwanted propaganda, that might be threatening the 

authorities of the government itself. Any ideal that is against the beliefs of a society or 

government gets suppressed in a country in which censoring is highly common. 

Censorship in news and media conflicts with the Freedom of the Press by all means.  
 

With the rise of totalitarian governments in the twentieth century, censorship 

has been a major issue as it has been associated with the motives of the government 

and has been a result of behaviours claimed to be sovereign and the ability of the 

modern state to invoke its rules on its citizens. Although censorship has been most 

widespread among totalitarian governments, democratic governments also censor 

media or news when they find their central values to be threatened.  
 

Definition of key terms: 

 

Censorship - the control of the information and ideas within a society 

Propaganda - information, usually biased or misleading, that promotes a political 

cause or point of view 

Media Propaganda - persuasion in media that is used to evoke an emotional or 

sensible response from the audience 

Authoritarian - obeying to strict authority in expense of personal freedom 

Dictatorship - a government ruled by undemocratic terms  

Firewall - a network protection added in order to prevent unauthorized access to 

certain websites 

Suppression - putting an end to an activity or publication 

Restriction - legally limiting access or rights 

Freedom of the Press - the right to publish opinions in media without censorship by 

the government 

Totalitarian Government - A government ruled by a dictator 

Infringement of Rights - an action that prevents a person from exercising their rights 

Deception - the act of misleading someone by deceiving the true facts of a situation 

Mass Media - the technology that tries to reach a mass audience 

Mainstream Media - traditional or established broadcasting  



Sovereignty - jurisdiction, high power or authority 

 

 

 

Background Information: 

 

In the twentieth century, it has been easier to access any information of any kind with 

the rise of internet. Governments have been claiming the internet has “fake news” to 

destroy the trust of its citizens to any information they see on the news. Censorship 

and surveillance of data, information and any kind of propaganda the government 

finds to be inappropriate and threatful to its values has been increasing more and 

more. Digital authoritarianism has become widespread at countries such as Russia and 

China have been exporting their models which filter the information online and only 

reflect the ones that support their legal regimes.    
 

 

For example, China has been finding new ways to control online information 

both inside and outside its borders.  Many global social media platforms such as 

Facebook and Youtube have been banned in China and has been put under the Great 

Firewall to prevent its citizens to access information that may be used against the 

government itself. The video-sharing of Youtube has been banned in China after the 

leakage of a footage in which some security guards were seen to be beating Tibetans.  

In Hungary, the regime of the Prime Minister consists of fines, taxes and 

licensing with the motive to pressure critical media and prevent them from reporting 

upon anything that might be going against their political agenda. In Pakistan, the 

country’s most known channel Geo TV lost its license after they claimed defamation 

against the state following the shooting of their reporter. In Turkey, an amendment 



was made that gave authority to the government to close any website they saw 

threatening in order to protect national security and maintain order in the public.  
 

Censorship of news and media has started spreading with World War II as 

countries have censored the news they let their citizens see that only had the 

propaganda they wanted to reflect to them. Censorship was a big part of the Great 

Britain news as the government wanted to maintain the morale and faith of their 

citizens that they would win the war.  
  

Involved countries and organizations: 

 

• Index on Censorship: It is a non-profit organization that campaigns for and 

supports the freedom of expression. They publish work by artists or journalists 

that have been censored by the government, and they monitor any possible 

threats to the freedom of speech and expression.  

• European Centre for Press and Media Freedom: It is a non-governmental 

organization that protects the Freedom of the Press and the rights of the media 

through Europe.  

• International Media Support: It is a non-governmental organization that aims 

to create a safer and more comfortable environment for journalists, protecting 

their freedom of expression and rights. 

• Committee to Protect Journalists: It is a non-governmental organization that 

defends journalist rights all around the world. It is based in New York.  

• China: As of 2019, more than sixty online restrictions have been made by the 

Chinese Government in order to prevent citizens’ access to any information 

found inappropriate or threatening by the government itself. 



• Russia: The government has the power to separate the country and its citizens 

from the global internet, preventing any access to global news and media. The 

law that has been enforced in Russia give the government a right to block 

content on the internet whilst not telling the public what has been censored 

and why. 

• Eritrea: The most censored country in the world. Less than 1% of the 

population has any access to the internet. The country only has one 

government-controlled television channel and one newspaper .  

• North Korea: The country limits access to internet for both citizens and 

visitors that come into the country. The only internet access available in the 

country is Kwangmyong, a free internet platform in which only a limited 

number of websites are allowed.  

• Cuba: The government prohibits private ownership of any mass media such as 

news channels on the television. Internet censoring is extensive with filtered 

and blocked sites.  

• Saudi Arabia: Multiple forms of media such as books, newspapers, films, and 

many other content published on the internet are censored by the government. 

Lately, the government has censored an episode from a comedy television 

series on Netflix. 

• International Press Institute: A global organization consisting of journalists 

which aims to protect freedom of speech and expression. It has a country 

involvement of more than 120 countries.  

• International Federation of Journalists: It is a global organization with 146 

countries involved,  that represents more than 600,000 media workers 

campaigning for the freedom of the press. 
 

Timeline of events: 

 

399 BCE Socrates’ Execution 

213 BCE Chinese Book Burning 

50 BCE Library of Alexandria Burned 

292 The Burning of Alchemist Books in Alexandria 

1000 Royal Library of the Samanid Dynasty in Turkey Burned 

1562 Mayan Books Burned 

1624 German Translation of the Bible Banned by the Pope 

1800 Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain Banned from Libraries 

1859 The Origin of Species by Charles Darwin Banned  

1892 Braille Books Banned in Paris 

1917 Bolshevik Censorship in Russia 

1933 Nazi Censorship 



1998 China launches the “Golden Shield” to limit citizens access to the internet. 

1999 “Virtual Private Network” (VPN) specifications are published online.  

2001 Eritrea bans all independent media. 

2011 All internet in Egypt shut down. 

2017 China tracks down private VPN’s with its Great Firewall. 

 

 

Previous attempts to solve the issue: 

 

First Amendment of the United States of America: The first amendment is as follows: 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting 

the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 

right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress 

of grievances.”  Censorship infringes upon the first amendment right and contradicts 

with the notion of  censorship. Hence, this amendment of the U.S. Constitution is one 

of the actions taken against censorship and the suppression of the freedom of speech 

and expression.  
 

Online websites fighting censorship: There are many websites online that are trying to 

speak up against censorship. Non-governmental groups such as the Electronic 

Frontier Foundation(EFF) or National Coalition Against Censorship(NCAC), provide 

campaigns and help speak up for the journalists. EFF is an international digital rights 

group that fights against internet censorship. One example of how they respond to 

internet censorship can be seen from a Twitter tweet they have on their account: 

“Online privacy and free expression need fierce defenders.” 

 

Index on Censorship: This particular non-profit organization has different campaigns 

for Academic Freedom, Artistic Freedom, Digital Freedom and Media Freedom. 

Their website and magazines challenges censorship by publishing work by censored 

writers and artists. Their slogans “The Global Voice of Free Expression” and “Free 

Expression Needs Defenders” fight against censorship and promote people from all 

around the world to speak up against it. 
 

2018 United Nations Resolution: This resolution puts upon solutions such as, but not 

limited to, calling all of the State members to promote an international cooperation 

that is aimed to help the development of media and access to information, as well as 

creating laws to help maintain an online environment for journalists that protect basic 

human rights such as the freedom of expression. 
 

Possible solutions: 

 

1. Enforcing laws internationally that would restrict the infringement of the 

freedom of thought, expression and speech.  
 



2. A global anti-censorship movement that will push countries and governments 

to stop any policies of censorship and will help maintain the rights of journalists that 

try to make their voices heard.  
 

3. Trying to force media outlets to give an unbiased report of the news without 

trying to push a political agenda. Enforcing laws upon this subject may help maintain 

media outlets that report without reflecting a certain propaganda and censoring 

important parts of the news.  
 

4. Advocating freedom of speech, thought and expression internationally to 

provide people with information and awareness upon the notion of censorship. As 

campaigns and conventions are made to teach people the negative impacts of media 

and news censorship, people all around the world will start speaking up against it.  
 

 

 

 

Useful links: 

 

https://cpj.org/2015/04/10-most-censored-countries.php 

 

https://archives.cjr.org/cover_story/21st_century_censorship.php   
 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/social-sciences/censorship  
 

https://www.indexoncensorship.org  
 

https://www.freedomonthenet.org/report/freedom-on-the-net/2019/the-crisis-of-

social-media  
 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/01/saudi-arabia-censorship-of-netflix-

is-latest-proof-of-crackdown-on-freedom-of-expression/  
 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/dont-let-censorship-be-the-answer-to-our-

highjacked_b_5a00899de4b0d467d4c226e9 

 

https://ncac.org/ 
 

https://documents-dds-

ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/G18/203/73/PDF/G1820373.pdf?OpenElement 
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