
 
 

 
Committee: General Committee 5: Communication and Information 
Issue: The issue of freedom of expression in the media. 
Student Officer: Arda Gedikkaya & Derin İçinsel 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Introduction: 
 

The freedom of expression is a fundamental right as stated in Article 19 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. “Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right 
includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information 
and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.” [1] Ever since the dawn of time, censorship 
has been prevalent amongst people who want to keep their power. This may be through means such as 
assassinations, barriers against the sale/viewership of certain materials and many other such 
“punishment” for going against a regime, ideology, thought, person, business, institute and group, to 
name a few.. The problem at hand could be separated into a few areas such as access by the public 
(both online and offline), the ability of journalists, people and the like to freely report on the issue, and 
the safety of the reading, distributing and producing parties. Nowadays, in about all parts of the world, 
atrocities against journalists (a metric for censorship) are variable in their frequency, and may go up 
with wars, coups, global issues, crises and more. Also, during global crisis situations, such as the 
COVID-19 Pandemic, governments and akin gain more powers to censor certain media outlets. In 
essence, the blocking of the right to the freedom of expression is a more complex problem than meets 
the eye, and is usually rooted in many smaller and different problems rather than one large problem. 
[5][6] 

 
Figure 1: A Map of Journalists Killed by Region [6]  

 



 
Definition of key words: 
 
Censorship is the act of suppressing any and all types of media that are deemed objectionable on 
moral, political, and other grounds. 
 
Self-Censorship is the act of refraining from expressing the whole truth without any direct pressure 
from certain groups/individuals for fear of sanctions. 
 
Spin-doctoring is hiding the truth via cherry-picking facts to make something look “good”. 
 
Media Capture: Whereby media is controlled by governments/influential groups via organized 
measures. 
 
Media Baron; an important person who is influential in the media. (e.g. the owner of a media 
company, or a high-level executive within the company) [2] 
 
Impunity: “exemption or freedom from punishment, harm, or loss” [7] 
 
 
 
Background information: 
 

Freedom of expression has been an important topic for the United Nations, and uncontrollably 
differs the thought process of the public. Even as many countries are labeled as democratic and have 
agreed on basic rights; censorship of the media and punishment of journalists are still commonplace. 
With many journalists and reporters being punished, exiled from their country or even executed; it is 
especially important to acknowledge the consequences of strict governmental surveillance (see Figure 
2). Not only are journalists and media workers involved; there are many cases of authors and artists. In 
many cases, the motive of these actions are to silence the opinions of those who criticize the 
government; assassinations, censorship and isolation are common tools to silence media organs. 
These actions are strictly illegal in many countries and have laws that protect journalists from attacks 
such as the First Amendment adopted by the US. 
 

According to Article 49 of the Lisbon Treaty, no country can be a member of the EU without 
complete and utter freedom in the media (see Figure 3). Political interference in the media that 
eventually lead up to harassment, sanctions and even assassinations are listed as valid topics in the 
Western Balkans as well as Turkey. The actions taken by the EU (state institutions in charge of setting 
up an enabling environment for free expression in media, media professional organisations which are 
key drivers of awaited change, individual media outlets expected to improve their internal governance 
and performance.) can also be noted as potential solutions for the issue.[8] 
 

Historical accounts of the issue of the freedom of media date back to the late 18th century, 
when the thirteen American colonies declared independence from Great Britain. The British had 
prohibited American media to be published and to prevent the spread of unwanted opinions that could 
later affect the power of the government. The first court case regarding press freedoms took place in 



 
1734.[9]  The deduction that nations have profited off of censorship would also take into consideration 
the effects of free press and how rapidly it can change the ideas of the public. 

 
 

 
Figure 2: Graph of Journalists Killed 1992-2021[10] 

 
 
 

Figure 3: The Signers of the EU Lisbon Treaty. 
 

 
Involved countries and organisations: 
Although there is no ultimate list of censorship, assassinations, coups, et cetera; certain problematic 
organizations and causes can be named. [3] 
 
- Corporate Groups (whereby a corporation doesn’t want certain information to be leaked or 
wants to spread fake information to defame competitors.)  
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- Religious Groups (whereby acts of “obscene”, “unmorale” and “unholy” behaviour are 
punished, thus censoring media.)  
- Militaristic Groups (whereby a military doesn’t want certain information regarding themselves 
to be leaked.)  
- Political/Ideological Groups (whereby a party, regime and the like try to keep information 
from the public so as to stay in power or defame the opposition.) 
 
Below is a spreadsheet that lists each country & territory in the criterions “free”, “not free”, and 
“partly free” from the Freedom in the World Report. In addition to this, it also lists the certain 
“scores” that they have. 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1wyjdcsuvpUcXpP0uF1ULm336x1B_Q3SUOAmXR_XUFC
s/edit?usp=sharing [4] 
 
 
Timeline of events: 
 

Year Name Nationality & Place 
Killed 

Cause of Death Parties Involved 

1992 Adolfo Isuiza Urquia Peruvian, Peru Murder Was a journalist reporting 
on Crime, killed by a Crime 
Group.  

1994 Adolphe Missamba 
Ndengi Kavula 

D.R.C., D.R.C. Murder Was a journalist reporting 
on Politics, killed by 
government officials. 

1996 Allaoua Ait M'barak Algerian, Algeria Murder Was a journalist reporting 
on War, killed by a Political 
Group.  

1998 Amparo Leonor 
Jiménez Pallares 

Columbian, 
Columbia 

Murder Was a journalist reporting 
on Human Rights, killed by 
a Paramilitary Group. 

2000 Anak Agung 
Prabangsa 

Indonesian, 
Indonesia 

Murder Was a journalist reporting 
on Corruption and Human 
Rights, killed by 
Government Officials. 

2002 Daniel Pearl American, U.S.A. Murder Was a journalist reporting 
on Politics, killed by a 
Political Group.  

2004 Deyda Hydara 
 
 

Gambian, Gambia Murder Was a journalist reporting 
on Politics, killed by a 
Political Group. 

2006 Gustavo Rojas Columbian, Murder Was a journalist reporting 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1wyjdcsuvpUcXpP0uF1ULm336x1B_Q3SUOAmXR_XUFCs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1wyjdcsuvpUcXpP0uF1ULm336x1B_Q3SUOAmXR_XUFCs/edit?usp=sharing


 

Please note that in most of the cases listed above, there was partial to full impunity. 
 
Via the link below, you may access a comprehensive list of journalists that have been killed from 1992 
to 2021. Along with the party that killed them, what their job was, what they were reporting on, and 
more. 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1OqRpAAljqs01CC2RCfWxEMJXjLtG8oAWSrCUmxaHRf
A/edit?usp=sharing 
 

You may also visit the link below to access the data of CPJ (Committee to Protect Journalists), 
an NGO that aims to spread awareness and provide protection to journalists/media workers that are in 
danger for work-related reasons. It is highly recommended for the delegates to access the data 
provided and examine the actions of the states as well as observing more recent cases internationally 
(see Figure 4 & 5). Examples and specified cases during the committee are well-obliged. 
https://cpj.org/  
 

Gabalo Columbia on Corruption, Culture and 
Sports. Killed by a 
Paramilitary Group. 

2008 Abdul Aziz Shaheen Pakistani, Pakistan Murder Was a journalist reporting 
on Politics and War, killed 
by Government Officials.  

2010 Alberto Graves 
Chakussanga 

Angolan, Angola Murder Was a journalist reporting 
on Politics, killed by 
political opponents.  

2012 Ali Abbas Syrian, Syria Assasination Was a journalist reporting 
on Politics and War, killed 
by a Political Group.  

2014 Ali Abu Afash Palestinian, Gaza  Bomb Explosion Was a media worker helping 
report on the defusal of a 
bomb during conflict. Died 
due to a bomb explosion. 

2016 Ali Saleemi Afhani, Afghanistan Murder Was a journalist reporting 
on Politics and War. Killed 
by a political group. 

2018 Abdinasir Abdulle 
Ga’al 

Somalian, Somalia Dangerous 
Assignment 

Was a journalist reporting 
on War, he was killed by a 
Political Group. 

2020 Ahmed Abdul 
Samad 

Iraq Dangerous 
Assignment 

Was a journalist reporting 
on Politics and War, killed 
by a Paramilitary Group.  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1OqRpAAljqs01CC2RCfWxEMJXjLtG8oAWSrCUmxaHRfA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1OqRpAAljqs01CC2RCfWxEMJXjLtG8oAWSrCUmxaHRfA/edit?usp=sharing
https://cpj.org/


 

Figure 4: Access data on the CPJ website. Figure 5: Access cases of countries and regions. 
 
 
 
Previous attempts to solve this issue: 
● UNESCO has been maintaining a close relationship with local and international media 
organisations as well as press media advocacy groups. One of the biggest allies of this cause has been 
IFEX, which contains 300 organisations in 130 countries. According to UNESCO’s website, IFEX has 
raised awareness on the topic and increased the efficiency of reactions, and have been continuing their 
work since 1992. Although spreading awareness is a good start, it is not very beneficial long-term. 
● On top of Media Development Indicators (MDIs) that served as a part of UNESCO's media 
development program, the five categories that were established in the 1991 Windhoek Declaration was 
a structural base for upcoming works. They are listed below: 
○ Category 1: a system of regulation conducive to freedom of expression, pluralism and diversity 
of the media: existence of a legal, policy and regulatory framework which protects and promotes 
freedom of expression and information, based on international best practice standards and developed 
in participation with civil society. 
○ Category 2: plurality and diversity of media, a level economic playing field and transparency 
of ownership: the State actively promotes the development of the media sector in a manner which 
prevents undue concentration and ensures plurality and transparency of ownership and content across 
public, private and community media. 
○ Category 3: media as a platform for democratic discourse: the media, within a prevailing 
climate of self-regulation and respect for the journalistic profession, reflects and represents the 
diversity of views and interests in society, including those of marginalized groups. There is a high 
level of information and media literacy. 
○ Category 4: professional capacity building and supporting institutions that underpin freedom 
of expression, pluralism and diversity:media workers have access to professional training and 
development, both vocational and academic, at all stages of their career, and the media sector as a 
whole is both monitored and supported by professional associations and civil society organizations. 
○ Category 5: infrastructural capacity is sufficient to support independent and pluralistic media: 
the media sector is characterized by high or rising levels of public access, including among 
marginalized groups, and efficient use of technology to gather and distribute news and information, 
appropriate to the local context. 
● The categories, if applied properly, are beneficial for resolving the issue. However, the conflict 
is centered upon a cultural and regional difference in the understanding of freedom of expression in 



 
the media. Some countries may believe it to be disrespectful to the governors and the others, 
democracy. 
● Alongside the actions of NGOs (Non Governmental Organisations), the issue still remains 
valid as new cases of silencing media workers comes to the surface. In conclusion, freedom of 
expression in the media is a crucial topic for the United Nations. And although previous attempts have 
not been successful in eliminating the issue completely, they have definitely been a good start for 
future ideas. 
 
 
Possible solutions: 
● Increasing the amount of protection provided to journalists that are in danger due to expression 
in the media. 
● The formation of an international treaty that takes actions against the conflict. 
● For governments/institutions of authority to recognize freedom of expression in media as a 
cornerstone for democracy, establish laws for individuals that disobey these guidelines. 
● “Better cooperation between media organisations, human rights and civil society groups as 
well as the different European institutions including OSCE and the CoE is important in this respect.” 
[11] 
● Once again, for a complete resolution of the topic; it is crucial to comprehend that estranging 
journalists from corrupt life conditions is a must.  
● Training journalists and media workers -both individual and governmental- in order to fully 
support free media.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Useful links: 

“What is media capture and how to fight it back?” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_N1o_dsBK5Q 
 
“Freedom of expression, access to information and empowerment of people” - A Report 
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000180312 
 
The “UN Plan on the Safety of Journalists” 
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/un-plan-on-safety-journalists_en.pdf 
  
https://en.unesco.org/world-media-trends 
 
https://www.un.org/en/chronicle/article/freedom-expression-fundamental-human-right 
 
https://en.unesco.org/themes/fostering-freedom-expression 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_N1o_dsBK5Q
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000180312
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/un-plan-on-safety-journalists_en.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/world-media-trends
https://www.un.org/en/chronicle/article/freedom-expression-fundamental-human-right
https://en.unesco.org/themes/fostering-freedom-expression


 
 
https://en.unesco.org/themes/communication-and-information 
 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/prizes-and-celebrations/celebrations/international-days/
world-press-freedom-day/previous-celebrations/worldpressfreedomday20090000/freedom-of-informat
ion-and-the-press/ 
 
https://news.un.org/en/tags/freedom-expression 
 
https://www.un.org/en/chronicle/article/freedom-expression-fundamental-human-right 
 
https://cpj.org/about/  
 
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/policy/policy-highlights/freedom-of-expression-and-
media_en  
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