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Introduction:   

Racism was an issue seen in the societies for ages. People had discriminated against each other 
based on physical appearance,skin colour and ethnicity. In former times, discrimination based on race 
was legal and even the Goverments were doing it. Slavery was a part of normal life and was legal back 
then. Racial discrimination still exists in our time, it just changed form .In today’s world you can come 
across with different types of discrimination, from a stranger expressing hate on social media to 
employer who employes staff based on their race. Racial discrimination is still a huge social problem 
across all over the globe.  

 

Definition of key terms:   
Person of Colour:A person who is not considered as White. 

 

Racism:Unfair treatment to someone because of their race,the belief that a race is better than the 
others. 

 

White Supremacism:The belief that White race is superior to other races. 

 

Chattel Slavery: Chattel slavery means that one person is the owner of another.In this system slaves 
can be sold or bought. 

 

neo-Nazi: a member of a group espousing the programs and policies of Hitler's 
Nazis.(“NEO-NAZİ:Meaning in the Merriam Webster Dictionary”) 

 

Colonialism: Taking over a foreing land often by force and exploiting it economically. 

 

Human rights: Basic rights that every human is entitled to. 

 



Background Information:   

Racism separates people into groups and asserts that there is a link between inherited physical 
traits and personality, intellect, morality etc. The idea that one race is superior to others lead to many 
tragic events including genocides, murders, wars, lynches and many others but human beings never 
stopped grouping each other based on physical appearance. 

 
Historical Background: 

The idea that one race is superior to another mainly started in Colonial Times. Colonialism 
began in the beginning of the 15th century with Portugal’s efforts for exploring new trade routes 
outside Europe. The Portuguese explorers conquered Ceuta, a coastal town and populated islands like 
Madeira and Cape Verde and built the first colonies. Spain also decided to explore and establish 
colonies which led to a competition for exploring new territories. Spain and Portugal took over 
indigenous lands in America, India, Africa, and Asia. England, France and the Netherlands followed 
Portugal and Spain in terms of colonization. Most of the colonies managed to gain independence 
during the 18th and 19th century, beginning with the American Revolution in 1776 and the Haitian 
Revolution in 1781. In the 1880s, Colonial Forces focused on taking over African lands, racing with 
each other to establish colonies on natural resource wealthy lands.They held their colonies until the 
period of decolonization which challenged the European colonial forces starting from 1914 to 1975. 

In the 19th century, racism had spread around the world. In many countries, leaders began to 
separate their own societies  according to ethnic groups to designate “higher” and “lower” races. 
People from “lower races” were exploited for their workforce, and discrimination against them 
became common. The system of one-race superiority generated negative emotions in the discriminated 
groups.These emotions didn’t disappear even after independence. 

In the First World War many people were killed. 
Since local troops weren’t enough, a human resource need 
for the military and labour market arised. Allies (France, 
Great Britain and Russia) were still holding their colonies so 
they transferred huge numbers of soldiers and laborers from 
India, Africa, Australia and from other colonies. Leaders of 
Allies weren't comfortable with the idea that  people of 
colour were killing white men. Therefore, by December 
1915, Britain had removed its  colonial troops from the front 
lines. After the war the Allies didn’t send all of the colonial 
troops back. They used these troops in digging trenches, 
moving supplies, and clearing battlefields. Letters written by 
soldiers brought from British India to Europe during the war found even decades later. They wrote to 
home saying that  the British nurses in hospitals, changed their bedpans and even took them tours with 
cars. They were stunned by these because they were treated inhuman in the colonies.When the soldiers 
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taken from colonies returned to their homes back, they talked about the civilization in Europe and how 
they are treated inhuman in these colonies.  Riots and demonstrations started to demand their rights, as 
a result the Colonial Powers started to lose some of their colonies. 

By the time of WW2 an ideology called  Facism started to be seen in a lot of countries. The 
National Socialist Party came to power in Germany with their  racist ideology, Nazism. The Nazis 
blamed the Jews for everything went wrong with Germany, ie. they said that they lost the WWI 
because of the jews.hey killed at least 6 million Jews and 400 000 Romans in the camps with the 
Holocaust. 

The  Leader of Italy at the time was  a former socialist, Mussolini. He wanted to re-found the 
“Glorious Roman Empire '' and he believed that the Mediterenean sea belonged to Italians. In  the first 
12 years of his rule, Mussolini opposed anti-Semitism. However after 1933, he allowed anti-Semites 
in his party to condemn unpatriotic  Jews. The Italian government prepared an anti-Semitic legislation 
in 1938.        (From left to right Mussolini and Hitler) 

 

 

Modern Day Racism: 

It is no longer acceptable to 
express racism directly in most societies 
but unfortunately that doesn't mean that 
racism disappeared from our daily lives. 
In the film industry you can easily come 
across with “white-washed” movies 
which means casting a white person for 
playing a non-white fictinol character. 
There are still discriminatory attitudes to 
some ethnic  groups in terms of 
employment in some of the countries. 

Use of police force against the citizens 
based on their race is a huge social 
problem in many countries. According to 
force records in the UK, the police 
officers are more likely to use force against blacks compared to the whites. BBC reported that “The 
Met (metropolitan police) used force 159,000 times in 2019-20, with more than a third of cases 
involving black people.” 

In the USA, use of force against people of colour by police is more common compared to the other 
countries. The killing of George Floyd wasn’t the first case and sadly was not the last one. His death 
triggered massive protests all over the country and started the BLM (Black Lives Matter) Movement. 

https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/use-of-force


The peaceful protests sometimes turned into violence and white supremacist’s groups started to gather 
to oppose. The extremist white-supremacist and neo-Nazi groups started to threaten the people in 
peacefull protests with their guns and the movement just got bigger. It was quickly spread to other 
countries, the protests began to be seen in Norway, France, Austria, Germany, Australia and many 
others. 

 

Involved countries and organizations:   
 

South Africa: Racism began to appear in South Africa in the colonial times. In  1652 the Dutches have 
founded the Cape Colony which attracted the Dutch Settlers and slave traders. Dutch law was 
following the chattel slavery system which saw slaves as a property those can be bought or sold. The 
slave traders imported slaves for serving in various Dutch settlements which started the first 

segregation. This system continued for a long time. 

The World War II brought economical challenges to South Africa 
which caused the government to strengthen its policies on racial 
segregation. In 1948, the Afrikaner National Party won the general 
election with the slogan “apartheid” (which means seperation in 
Afrikaans) Apartheid became a system of seperation; it banned the 
interracial marriages  and forced the citizens to be registered 
according to their race. It forced non-whites to carry passbooks 
authorizing their presence in restricted areas. In order to limit 
contact between the races, the government established separate 
public facilities for different races, limited the activity of 
non-white labor unions and denied non-white participation in 
government. 

 

       There have been tons of protests against the system but the main event attracted international 
attention was the imprisonment of Nelson Rolilahla Mandela. He was imprisoned from 1963 to 1990. 
Mandela’s followers begin to protest his imprisonment which drew more attention to South Africa and 
shattered all illusions that apartheid had brought peace or prosperity to the nation. The UN General 
Assembly had denounced apartheid in 1973 and in 1976 the UN Security Council voted to impose a 
mandatory embargo on the sale of arms to South Africa. Under pressure from the international 
community, the NP government of Pieter Botha sought to institute some reforms, including abolition 
of the ban on interracial marriage. In 1989 Botha was pressured to step aside. F.W Klerk, who freed 
Mandela, took over after him and repealed the laws of the Appertheid. In 1994 the government came 
up with a new constitutional law, which decontrolled the  blacks and other racial groups.  The very 
same year, the elections led to a coalition government with a non-white majority, marking the end of 
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the apartheid system. 

Even though the Legal discrimination along racial lines in South Africa ended, the categorisation by 
race is still being used by the government for monitoring economic changes and continues to be a 
social issue. 

 

Germany: During the 19th century when most of the European countries had colonies, Germany 
struggled to become a colonial superpower. However they still had some colonies. Most remarkable 
ones were  Herero and Namaqua. The people of Herero and Namaqua rised against German 
authorithies and this event lead to a genocide, thousans of black citizen had been killed and the 
survivors were taken to concentration camps. In 2004 the German goverment took full responsiblity 
for the genocide. 

Racism reached its peak in Germany  during the National Socialist Party Government. After they came 
to power in 1933, racism became a part of the state ideology. The Nazis passed a law called Law for 
the Restoration of the Professional Civil Service which expelled all civil servants who were 
non-Aryan. In 1935, they also passed the Nuremberg Laws (The first law known as the "Law for the 
Protection of German Blood and Honour) which banned the marriages between Germans and other 
races. Between 1930s and 1940s countless murders and genocide happened. The hate towards the 
other ethnic groups especially towards jews lead to Holocaust(1933-1945) which is a system of 
murder that killed approximately 6 millon Jews. In 1945 the Soviet forces surrounded Berlin and 
Hitler killed himself. This was the end of Nazi Goverment. Whoever was responsible for the holocaust 
and war crimes brought to the law, however many of the Hitler’s followers managed to escape. 

Critics say there is still a lingering xenophobia in German society and it is being ignored. The 
aggression towards the other ethnic groups still can be seen in Germany. Neo-Nazi movements are still 
being followed in Germany and in some western countries. 

 

United States of America: The slavery and racism began to be seen in the lands of America during the 
colonial times when it was the 13th colony of Britain. From it’s foundation in 1776 to 1865 chattel 
slavery continued to exist in USA. 

By the time of the American Revolution (1775–1783), the status of enslaved people had been 
institutionalized as a racial class associated with African blood. Following the Revolution,  abolitionist 
laws were passed in most of the  Northern states and a movement against slavery started to develop. 
All Northern states had abolished slavery in some way by 1805. Some slave owners (mostly in 
Upper-South) freed their slaves, and charity groups bought and freed the others. The transatlantic slave 
trade outlawed by individual states during the American Revolution. The import-trade banned by 
Congress in 1808. 

The rapid expansion of the cotton industry increased the demand for slave labor, and the Southern 
states continued as slave societies. The United States became polarized over the issue and splited into 
slave and free states. Driven by labor demands from the Deep South, the Upper South sold over a 
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million slaves to the Deep South. The total slave population in the South approximately reached four 
million. The newly rich, cotton-growing Southerners defended slavery as a “positive good” and 
wanted to expand slavery into new teritories. When Abraham Lincoln (candidate who is against the 
slavery and expanding) won the 1860 election,  seven slave States ( South Carolina, Mississippi, 
Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Texas) broke away to form the Confederate States of America. 
The Civil War began when Confederate forces attacked the US Army's Fort Sumter. Four additional 
slave States (Virginia, Arkansas, Tennessee, and North Carolina) joined the confederacy after Lincoln 
requested arms from them to make a retaliatory strike. Due to Union measures such as the 
Confiscation Acts and the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, the war effectively ended slavery. 
Following the victory of Union in the Civil War, slavery was declared as illegal in the US in 
December 1865. 

 

In 1954 a social movement called the Civil Right Movement took place in the US which tried to gain 
equal rights for African Americans. In the movement non-violent protests and civil disobedience were 
used. Activists performed boycotts, sit-ins, and protest marches. Sometimes police or 
White-supremacist people attacked them, but the activists never fought back. Movement was 
supported by people of different races and religions but Its leaders were mostly African-American. 
The Movement got political  and financial support over time from religious groups, politicians and 
labour groups. Activists of all races came to join the movement in marches, sit-ins, and protests.The 
Civil Rights Movement was successful. At the end of the movement five federal laws and two 
amendments to the Constitution passed. These amendments in legislation officially protected African 
Americans' rights. It also helped to change opinions of many white 
people about the rights of black people and the way they were treated. 

On March 3, 1865 a white supremacist hate group named Klu Klux Klan 
started in Tennessee and spread around white people in South quickly. 
The Klan acted mostly against blacks but Jews, Catholics and 
immigrants were also targeted. The methods of acting against people 
were often the same: the Klan members tried to frighten the people 
telling that they were not wanted in town. The KKK would try to scare 
people by burning crosses (on the right Martin Luther King removing a 
burned Cross from his yard) or by threatening them. If people did not 
react, the Klan would lynch them. The KKK was prohibited in 1871, 
many KKK members were imprisoned however the establishment of Jim 
Crow Laws (which separated the public facilities for blacks and whites) 
restored white supremacy in the South.  

In 1915, William J. Simmons, an Atlanta businessman, started the Ku Klux Klan for the second time. 
Most of the rituals and traditions of the first Ku Klux Klan were kept. Any white Protestant man was 
allowed to join the group. The Klan began attracting people from all over the nation. They promised to 
establish a better government, better schools and to restore traditional family values. After reaching its 
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height of political influence, the second KKK began to decline. There was a great deal of internal 
conflicts. People were starting to get tired of their violent image. In the 1920s they had approximately 
5 million members. By the 1930s they were down to 30,000. The second KKK disbanded in 1944. 

In 1954, the United States Supreme Court ruled that having different schools for black and white 
children was against the constitution. Following the pass of ruling, independent Ku Klux Klan groups 
began to attack African Americans. In 1964,  a Member of KKK named Edgar Killen killed three 
African Americans that participated in the civil rights movement. The early trial about Killen started in 
1967 with an all-white jury. It resulted in a hung jury so he was set free. Following the other trial in 
2005, Killen was sentenced to prison for 60 years. He died in 2018 in prison in Mississippi at age 92. 
The KKK still continues, in 2011 number of members was estimated as 5,000.  

 

OHCHR: The United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights works with the 
governments in order to protect and promote all human rights. OHCHR also serves as the secretariat 
of the Human Rights Council. 

 

UNHCR: The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees aims to  protect the basic rights of the 
refugees all around the world. The Agency advises the governments on ways to protect the refugees 
including raising awareness of the public in order to prevent racial discrimination. 

 

 

Timeline of Events: 

 

1500 Modern Colonialism began. 

1526 The Porteguese established the first transatlantic slave road to Brazil  

1652  The Dutchs Established The Cape Town Colony  

1776-1778 The Civil War in America. Slavery was declared as illegal in the US 

1807 The Parliament of the United Kingdom prohibited the slave trade in the British 
Empire with Slave Trade Act.  

1820 Slave trade abolished by Spain. 

1865 U.S Constitution  formally adopted the 13th Amendment which abbolished 
the slavery and involuntary servitude in United States.  

1869 Slavery abolished in Portugal. 
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Previous attempts to solve the issue:   

Global action plans against inequality, and plans expressly aimed at upholding the interests of citizens 
of African origin, have been implemented by Argentina, Costa Rica, Honduras, Italy, Lithuania, 
Mexico, Peru, Serbia and Uruguay. 

Portugal has introduced steps to facilitate the incorporation of refugees into Portuguese society, many 
of whom are reported to be citizens of African origin. 

In order to reinforce mutual respect among different ethnicities in the region, Kazakhstan has adopted 
a policy entitled "Doctrine of National Unity." 

Ecuador has initiated round-table talks on the Decade, and has promoted meetings on the social 
advancement of Afro-Ecuadorians between the government and civil society. 

Italy announced that investment in African countries is funded by its foreign policy. 

The Netherlands announced that its anti-discrimination policy has changed from a strict 
ethnicity-based policy to a problem-based policy, addressing all types of discrimination. 

In Mexico, 13 lines of action for the Afro-descendant community was included in the 2014-2018 
National Policy for Inclusion and Non-Discrimination, including increasing the participation of 
Afro-descendant and indigenous people in the political arena and in places of common representation.   

Possible solutions:   

30 January 1933 Hitler got appointed as German Chancellor. 

1 January 1942 The United Nations have founded. 

15 August 1947 India became a free state. 

10 December 1948  The UN General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. 

February 1956 
France relinquished it’s protectorate in Morocco (its last colony in Africa). 

20 November 1963 
The UN General Assembly adopted the Declaration on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination which called for an end to racial 
discrimination and apartheid system. 

1975 Racial Discrimination act which forbids discriminating someone based on race 
passed by the Australian Parliment. 

27 April 1994 The Apartheid officially ended. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Universal-Declaration-of-Human-Rights


Talk out against workplace bias and support black colleagues 

Focus on racism event in school 

Protests and contribution to politics   

 

Useful links:    

https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/how-and-why/how/ 

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/video/combat-and-colonies-role-race-world-war-i#:~:te
xt=At%20the%20start%20of%20World,men%2C%20and%20never%20in%20Europe. 

https://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entries/ku-klux-klan/ 

https://www.britannica.com/event/American-civil-rights-movement 

https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/advice-and-guidance/race-discrimination 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9DDE7NV1Nw 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/2019/04/how-south-africa-changed-since-apartheid-born-
free-generation/ 
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