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Introduction:   

Starting with the introduction of Covid-19 in Wuhan City, China, the pandemic has been an 
ongoing problem worldwide. It has spread around the world due to the virus being highly contagious. 
The finances of companies worldwide have been struggling as a result of national lockdowns. The 
ILO’s director general Guy Rider stated that “In times of crises like the current one, two key tools can 
help mitigate the damage and restore public confidence: social dialogue, engaging with workers and 
employers is vital for building public trust and support for the measures that we need to overcome this 
crisis. International labor standards provide a tried and trusted foundation for policy responses that 
focus on a recovery that is sustainable and equitable.” 

 

Definition of key terms:   

Pandemic is an epidemic occurring worldwide, or over a very wide area, crossing international 
boundaries and usually affecting a large number of people”. The classical definition includes nothing 
about population immunity, virology, or disease severity. 

Unemployment: Individuals who are employable and seeking a job but are unable to find a job. 
Furthermore, it is those people in the workforce or pool of people who are available for work that does 
not have an appropriate job. 

 

 

Figure 1: Unemployment rates in different countries. 

 

 



Background Information:   

Ever since the first case of Covid-19 formerly known as the novel coronavirus was seen in 
December 2019, the spread has been inevitable. The infectious virus has spread all around the world 
and caused irreversible damage. One of these problems is the rate of unemployment increasing 
worldwide.  

The current pandemic has caused the unemployment rates to increase immensely. As BBC 
estimates, there has been an 0.7% increase in unemployment rates in the last three months alone. 
Every country has suffered from unemployment rates increasing throughout this pandemic.  

Along with Covid-19 restrictions and lockdowns, many local businesses and companies have 
been forced to close. Many claim that they can’t afford to pay their workers which results in the 
unemployment rates increasing. Plenty of businesses decided to furlough their employees. As the virus 
continues spreading, the final date of the furlough continues to extend by months at a time.  

The job groups highly affected by the lockdowns and restrictions are the shops, restaurants, 
hotels and entertainment centers since crowded places are not preferred. They have lost lots of 
potential jobs due to the pandemic.  

Considering the fact that this is an ongoing and somewhat new pandemic, we’re reliving the 
same things repeatedly. The rate of unemployed citizens in each country will continue to increase as 
long as this pandemic continues in its current rate.  

 

Figure 2: Civilian unemployment rate throughout the years.  

 

 

 

 



Involved countries and organizations:   

Considering that there is a pandemic, there are no specific countries involved. The whole world 
is engaged and is suffering through the same problem. Each and every country is affected in different 
levels, some more than others, but in the end every single country in the world has been severely 
impacted. It will take a long time for these damages to be undone. The outcomes that surfaced with 
unemployment will continue to be in affect even after the pandemic is over.  

 

 

Figure 3: Unemployment rates in 2020.  

 

Timeline of events:   

The first Covid-19 case was seen in Wuhan City, China in December 2019. Up until today, we are still 
dealing with this virus outbreak. Here are some of the most important events throughout the pandemic;  

Event Time  

The first Covid-19 case was seen in Wuhan City, China.  December 2019  

First death due to the novel coronavirus reported in China.  January 11 2020  

Diamond Princess cruise ship quarantined.  February 5 2020 

Novel coronavirus renamed Covid-19 

(Coronavirus disease 2019).  

February 11 2020  



 

 

Figure 4: Covid-19 curve as of March 11, 2020. 

First reported death in the USA.  February 29 2020  

Worldwide examinations get cancelled  March 2020  

Trump declares national emergency.  March 13 2020 

Italy’s death rates pass China’s.  March 19 2020 

Complete national lockdowns getting announced.  March 24 2020  

Autopsy reveals first US covid death was earlier than 
announced.  

April 21 2020  

George Floyd’s killing spurs mass protests.  May 31. 2020  

Coronavirus outbreak in Georgia summer camp infects 260.  August 7, 2020  

Us death rate reaches 200,000 September 22, 2020  



 

Figure 5: Daily Covid-19 cases according to countries. 

 

Previous attempts to solve the issue:   

● For unemployed workers, countries can directly hand out money from the countries reserves. 
● Keeping salaries fixed but making workers work less hours. 
● Extending lawns, taxes and lowering interest rates. 
● One of the measures during this crisis is supporting employment retention with paid leave 
● During the economic and labour crisis due to the pandemic, landing and financial support for 
specific economic sectors created some relief in the past  

 

Possible solutions:   

● Some countries like Turkey have a policy that employed individuals can’t be kicked out of 
their jobs during the pandemic. 
● Creating safer environments: reducing worker’s exposure to covid-19 in the workplace. 
● Shifting the workplace to home. 
● Supporting companies by the government to keep them in business. 
● Dividing the workforce and work hours into multiple shifts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Useful links:   

https://www.bls.gov/cps/effects-of-the-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic.htm 

https://www.dol.gov/coronavirus/unemployment-insurance 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R46554.pdf 
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